CHAPTER X

EDUCATION

IN THE MODERNIZING

STATES OF EUROPE

(1700 AD.-1860s AD.)

A.   THE VOLUNTARY APPROACH IN BRITAIN
At the opening of the eighteenth century Britain's educational institutions reflected
the impact of the traditionalizing forces set afoot by the Stuart Restoration of the
1660s and at the same time began to reverberate to the calls for reform expressed in
the educational thought associated with the Glorious Revolution of the 1690s. The
Baconian and Puritan reformers of the seventeenth century had been damped down by
the Clarendon Code of laws passed by the Cavalier Parliament in the 1660s in the
effort to root out Puritans and other dissenters from public office, from pulpits, and
from schools and colleges, all in favor of extending the role of the Church of England
in religion and education as well as in law and public order. The response of many
Puritan clergymen and schoolmasters had been to refuse to take the oaths of loyalty or
to subscribe to the Anglican articles. Thus, as nonconformists, they were obliged to
move into the remoter places of England and Scotland where they continued to preach
and where they set up Dissenters' Academies to train a supply of ministers and to
provide private schools for the education of their children.
For over a hundred years the Dissenters' Academies and private mathematical
schools in England along with their secondary school counterparts in Scotland were
the major modernizing forces in British education; they were distinguished by their
devotion to the sciences and their more modern and practical studies alongside their
classical and religious studies. Although they kept alive and nourished a clientele of
persons who eventually sparked the industrial techniques of the middle and later
eighteenth century, they nevertheless were relatively small islands of modernization in
a great sea of traditional education.
Meanwhile, major voices of educational reform began to lay a theoretical
groundwork in empirical philosophy and psychology upon which subsequent re-
formers relied very heavily in France and in America as well as in Britain. Trying to
335